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Kassites), the Mitannians, were founding their kingdom
of Mitanni in the north between the Euphrates and
Tigris. The names of the Mitannian princes too are
Aryan, for example, Saushshatar, Artatama, Shutarna,
Dushratta. Likewise their gods are also Aryan and
of Indian Vedic origin., viz. Varuna, Indra, Nasatyau,
The Mitannians had become masters of both Semites
and Hittites in Northern Syria, which remained tri-
butary to them till the Egyptian conquest in the 16th
century. Assyria also for a time in the beginning
played a feudatory role to them.
Babylonian Culture
The culture of Babylonia started taking shape in
the South in the settlements of the Sumerians. Sume-
rians were a non-Semitic people who gave to the whole
of Babylonia or for that matter to the entire Asian
west several incidents of their culture, the most impor-
tant of them being the mode of writ ing called the cunei-
form. Later, as the Sumerians lost in political in-
fluence and the Semites gained supremacy in that sphere^
the former culture declined and a systematic Semi-
tization started until the whole of the west from the
coast of the Persian Gulf to that of the Mediterranean
Sea had become completely Semitic in look as well
as in spirit.
The Sumerian language, as already pointed out,
was agglutinative. Their numerous records on baked
clay furnish us with exceedingly fascinating pieces of
literature. Numerous traditions and legends have
been found preserved in that literature, two of them
being the story of the Deluge and the Epic of Gilgamesh,
The pantheon of the Sumerian gods was fairly
crowded lor every city had its own tutelary deity.
The gods had their temples and great riches were
passed in them. Patesis were their priests who
at a time both religious and political